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EMBRACING WILDLIFE o

“Embracing Wildlife”
A Personal Journey with the Border Security Force

In India’s dynamic landscape, where the boundaries blur between security and
wildlife conservation, a remarkable journey unfolds. Join me as we delve into the heart of
the Border Security Force (BSF), where the call of duty harmonizes with a profound love
for nature.

As the sun beats down relentlessly, parched lands bear witness to a struggle beyond
borders. Yet, amidst the scorching heat, a heartening sight unfolds. Alongside BSF jawans,
impassioned souls fill guzzlers, tanks, and dried ponds, offering respite to wildlife from the
unforgiving elements. It's a humble gesture, but one that speaks volumes about our shared
commitment to safeguarding not only our nation but also its precious biodiversity.

But the story doesn’t end there. Along the porous India -Bangladesh border, a
different battle unfolds—one against wildlife smuggling. Here, amidst the bustling trade
routes, the BSF stands vigilant. Their unwavering resolve has led to significant seizures,
rescuing countless gecko lizards, parrots, pigeons, and more from the clutches of
exploitation.

In a world where every creature counts, partnerships are paramount. That’s where
organizations like WCS-India step in. Through collaborative efforts and shared expertise,
they’ve joined hands with the BSF to combat wildlife trafficking along our borders. It’s a
partnership forged in the fires of dedication and a shared vision for a better, safer world.

But amidst these triumphs lie challenges. The border is not just a line on a map; it's a
living, breathing ecosystem. Here, encounters with wild elephants are not uncommon, and
the BSF’s role transcends mere security.It’s about protecting lives,both human and animal.
A recent flag meeting between the BGB and BSF underscores this shared responsibility.
Together, they strategize to mitigate the impact of wild elephant activities and resolve

border-related issues, one step at a time.

Yet, amidst the chaos, there are moments of profound connection. The BSF’s love for
wildlife shines through, as they share images of a deer‘roaming freely along the border.It’s
a poignant reminder that in the vast expanse of our nation, every life is cherished, every
creature finds sanctuary.

As I reflect on this journey, one thing becomes abundantly clear: the Border Security
Force is not just a shield; it's a beacon of hope for both our nation and its wildlife. Through
their unwavering dedication, they weave a tapestry of protection, where every thread tells
a story of resilience, compassion, and unwavering courage.

In conclusion, the journey of the BSF is not just about securing borders; it's about
embracing the wild spirit that defines our nation.It’s about forging bonds,bridging divides,
and standing shoulder to shoulder in the face of adversity. Together, we navigate the
intricate dance between security imperatives and wildlife conservation, forging a path
towards a brighter, more sustainable future—for our nation, for our wildlife, and for
generations yet to come.

n Dr Vinay Yadav commandant (Vet) is a DE officer of
=~ Veterinary cadre who joined BSF in 2006. He did his
= MVSc(Microbiology) thesis by studying on 78 Indian
2 Jl\ :‘L .. Elephants and has vast experience in wildlife. Officer
has served in Frontier Rajasthan, Punjab, Jammu,
i - Kashmir, M&C. He is presently serving at Guwahati
*_ Frontier.
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The chirping melodies of the birds break the dawn and the sun emerged from the
eastern horizon painting the landscape with hues and as the day progresses, the sun ray falls
on the waves of the calm and turbulent water of the mighty Brahmaputra river rushing
hurriedly to Bangladesh. The vast and barren landscape of sand carpets the bank of the
Brahmaputra river and one can see floating fishing boats everywhere, naked children gleefully
play on the sand and jump into the river and swim like aquatic birds, unaware and oblivious,
about the outside world; the innocence of childhood is best exemplified by the children of the
Charland They wear a permanent smiles in their face and casually waves and salutes

smartly to the BSF personnel who stood all along the IB (International boundary). As they play
and swim in the turbulent water, they never swim across the IB (International Boundary) as if
the Children have mastered “The Thalweg theory”.Due to the flow of the mighty Brahmaputra
from India into Bangladesh, this part of the IB is totally riverine and unfenced.

The Imaginary line in the minds of the children for years demarcate the IB. The
children of Charland have been the force multiplier to the Border Security Force nevertheless
they have been the source of inspiration for many years and will continue to play an important
role to withstand the force of nature, which shapes the Charland for generations.

Villagers have entwined their lives with the mighty Brahmaputra and the many
Charlands. And in a layman definition, Charlands are landmasses formed through the
sedimentation of huge amount of sand, silt and clay over time carried by the Brahmaputra
river especially in Bangladesh and India.

Four centuries, Brahmaputra river has been the lifeline of Assam and Bangladesh,
the Brahmaputra river shapes the demography and topography of Assam in particular and
Bangladesh in general, above all the Brahmaputra river basin offers Assam and Bangladesh
a wide swath of fertile and navigable river, allowing an inexpensive means to transport goods
within and beyond its borders.




The Brahmaputra river also unveils a dark history with intriguing tales which defines
the rich historical and cultural ethos of Assam and Bangladesh.When it comes to border,
Border Security Force (BSF) is synonymous with Indo-Bangladesh border and a Border man
be it be the lowest BSF rank personnel or the top most echelon of Border Security Force, has
many vivid moments and many untold stories wrapped in memories.One such moment is the
beautiful landscape and topography of a non- descript village of Barmanpara, a tiny village
parched in one of the many Charlands formed by the mighty Brahmaputra. The district HQ
Dhubri is approx. 40 km away from Barmanpara and there is no communication/
transportation and boats are the only means to reach the shores of Dhubri. Barmanpara and
the many adjoining villages in the Indo-Bangladesh remains insignificant to the outside world
even after 75 years of Independence. The present state of affair with no infrastructure
developments like road, electricity, water supply, or any good schools have forced people from
the border belt to migrate, looking for greener pasture.

Unfortunately, no attempts have been made to document the vivid history of the
Charland, the people and their myriad tales of the Charlands. A humble attempt has made to
locate and identify the persons who could dig the past and narrate the history of Barmanpara.

Fortunately Dineswar Rai, now 55 yrs laid stone throw away from the BSF Camp. With eyes
" soaked, the fragile man recollects — there used to be more than 800 Hindu
) i@g Families residing in Barmanpara and its adjoining villages of Pattamari,
Bhogdore, Kalahat, Kalapakani, Dighaltari, Sastraghat and only Takkimari
4 :EA used to an exclusive Muslim village. Today the Charland houses only 07 (seven)
o Hindu Families, dusting off an old tattered file, Dineshwar Rai unveils the
documentary proof and account that, his father late Kailash Chandra Rai had 445 bighas of
land in Barmanpara late in 1930s. But, today he is left out with only 15 bighas of cultivable land
in the Charland. Besides Barmanpara, there are many other villages of Pattamari, Bhogdore,
Digaltari, Sastraghat. Interestingly there were more than 800 Hindu families and Muslim
population was slightly lower than the Hindu. Pattamari village was once a bustling market
where business was thriving, people from Bangladesh frequent the market on daily basis.
There used to be a motorable link road from Dhubritown to Pattamari market and the
road further linked up to Madarganj in Bangladesh.

There were two (02) Marwari traders late Jatmal Uthwal and Parmal Uthwal
who had large warehouses in Pattamari village. There were also three (03) families of Bihar
origin who had shops in the market and the population was teeming with Bengalis, Majis,
Rajbonshis and Muslim population.

Safiur Rahman, a 70 years retired s chool teacher of Pattamari School has reminiscences of
his early days in Pattamari village, where he used to play with many Bengali
Hindu Boys in Pattamari village school which was established in 1905. His father
late Jahiruddin Ahmad also studied in the same school before 1930s and thereafter
ecame a teacher. Safiur Rahman followed his father’s footsteps became a student
and later became a teacher at Pattamari school.
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Abdul Gofur Sheikh (70 years) resident of village Sastraghat has more interesting tales
to tell, he longs on the heyday of youth when he used to play marbles with the legendary Hindi
Pop singer late Bappi Lahri, who later became famous for popularising disco music in Indian

Cinema.
Though the official record of late Bappi Lahri’s birth place is Jalpaiguri, West Bengal,

however Abdul Gofur Sheikh,Sofiur Rehman and Girish Chandra Rai claimed to have studied
together at Pattamari School. By their accounts Bappi Lahiri’s father Aparesh Lahiri was a
land lord who owned more than 500 bighas land before India’s independence in 1947 and with
the demarcation of the IB, half of the land went to then East Pakistan (Now Bangladesh).
Today,the rich and fertile and and the ancestral property of Late Bappi Lahiri is a barren sand
field during winter/dry season and remains inundated by flood water of mighty Brahamputra.

Gmsh Chadra Rai, a 70 Yrs old retired Assam Policeman now stays at Dharamshala

B8 near Dhubri town, legendary music composer and singer Late Bappi
®! Lahiri and his parents left the Charland and settled in Jalpaiguri, WB
in 1960s. Over the years starting from 1950s to 1990s almost all the
Hindu population except for the 07 (seven) Hindu Families at
At f Barmanpara have left the Charland and migrated to every nook and
corner of Assam even upto Lakhimpur, the eastern most district in Assam.

A Border man (BSF personnel) or an outsider visiting for the first time would not
believe how the life has changed in the Charland. The demographic pattern has changed and
Muslim population dominates 99.5% i n t he Charland. Mosques and Madrassas have sprung
up in every nook and corner of the Charland. The vivid account of Dinishwar Rai, Safiur
Rahman, Girish Chandra Rai and Abdul Gofur Sheikh can be easily negated as their accounts
seem to be contradictory or irrelevant as one can see the Charland villages teeming with
Muslim population.

For a moment, to understand the Charland is like traversing a tunnel of time engaging
in conversation with the calm and turbulent water of the Brahamputra river, the deep essence
of the Charlands. Here, time solidifies and the secrets of Charland which is so mystic and the
external traces are engraved in the hearts and minds of the people living here for generations.
The country boats of the villagers and the mechanised boats of the BSF, the children, young
and old serves as a witness to time guarding the memories and hopes of the Mystic Charlands.
The Charland is not a piece of landmass it’s a thick book recording old lives and new lives embracing

the profound Assamese culture

Sh.Wong Kiyang, Dy Commandant, is a DE officer who
=&~ joined BSF in 2005. He did his MA(English) from Delhi
=4 University. Officer has served in Frontier Shillong,North

SN - Bengal, ANO (Chattisgarh) , Punjab and deputation to
f "\/,~ ] Arunachal Pradesh Police. He is presently posted as
= DC(G) SHOQ BSF Dhubri.
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CAPFs’ Composite Hospital. He
said that the Republic Duy iy an oc-
casion t remeamber the foresight of
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forthe naton that has stood the test
oftime. Paying tributes 1o the brave-
heasts of BSF, be called upon the
roops 0 make whole beared effots
HT Bureaw 10 protect the teritorial integrity of

GUWAHATI, Jan 27: The Border  the nation
Sccurity Foece (BSF) celebaated the  “Today is the day to reaffrm our
75ih Republic Day a its besdquar-  commitment 10 our Constfuion,
s in Patgaon in the city ma grand  umity in divesity and oquality
manace among all ourcitizens. We should al-
ways adhere to democratic values

cthon,” Yadav said.

10 the beavebearts and wished them
at the frontier headquanter quaner for their early recovery. Various
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After the unfurting of the flag,  sion were also organized at al the
Yadav BSF locations.
of Froaties HQ. Ist BN NDRF and der out posts during the day.
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| SUWAHATL in yet another success in it rive againss trans-border G
3order Security Force, troops deployed under Guwahati Frontie

sorder. P Tharsdsy,

nd vighant tr00ps of BOP Jhkriof 138 B BSE observed and succeeded
seizing B Gold biscuis (933.24 gms) worth appro. Rs5870 Lakh on Ind
3angiadesh border in bordering areas of Cooch Behar district of
Bengal, The seized iters wese handed over 10 the nearest custom offc
or funther egal action.

s o g
BSF troops.
alert to thwart trans-border crimes including drug rafficking







